
 

  

Aussie Kid Adventures 

Our Camping and Fishing Holiday 

Written and Illustrated by  

Lisa Martello/Hart 

Activities created by Jenny Graham (abcJenny) 
 



Aussie Kid Adventures – Our Camping and Fishing Holiday is a colourful book filled with 

rhyming stanzas about camping and fishing in Australia. It would delight children aged 4 

to 10 with the younger children gaining enjoyment from the illustrations while the older 

children devour the words. Jenny Graham (abcJenny) 

 

 

                       Amazon description:  

Twins Harry and Georgie live in Australia and have a Jack Russell dog called Rosco. 
Harry and Georgie, will take you on a family camping trip away, where half of the fun is 
in their road trip journey, through the Stirling Ranges to get to their favourite beach side 
destination. Enjoy the many fun activities and friendships they make along the way. 

A happy, charmingly illustrated tale, told in easy flowing rhyme, for very young children. 
 

https://www.amazon.com.au/Aussie-Kid-Adventures-Lisa-Hart/dp/1788302133 

 

 

 

Activities   

Whether you are home schooling while travelling around Australia or in a classroom 

setting anywhere in Australia, Aussie Kid Adventures will have your child engaged in a 

variety of activities linked to the Australian Curriculum.  

A range of suggested activities have been created based on the Aussie Kid Adventures. 

These activities can be completed in a classroom, while travelling, during library Story 

Time or at home. The ways to engage your child with this book is endless.  

 

Activities have been based on the Foundation to Level Three Australian Curriculum 

however can be extended or enabled depending on a child’s specific needs.  

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com.au/Aussie-Kid-Adventures-Lisa-Hart/dp/1788302133


ENGLISH CURRICULUM  

Speaking and Listening 

  Recognise the Australian slang in the book – discuss the difference between the 

slang word and the proper English word for example; page 2 – Ya, page 3 – Fam, page 

11 – Roos, title - Aussie 

 Say hello to the person next to you using hand signals, facial expressions or 

greetings from other countries. How did the author say hello to the readers on the first 

page of the book? 

 Find the Aboriginal greeting in your area https://ourlanguages.org.au/say-gday-in-an-

indigenous-language/ 

 Read aloud the book and pause before reading the second rhyming word to allow 

children to predict the rhyming word. 

Use any of the images in the book and ask students to explain what they see – turn 

this in to a game. Have students sit back to back with a book each. One child explains 

what they see on their page, while the other student tries to identify the page that is 

being explained. 

Learn the difference between closed and open questions. Have students pretend 

they are interviewing Harry or Georgie by using closed and open questions. 

Do an oral retell of the book using images only. 

Using the rhyming words in the book, play snap or memory to help students 

recognise rhyming words. 

How do you speak to different people? Role play ways you would speak to a variety 

of different people such as ‘mates’, principal, shop owner, siblings or police officer. 

Write the alphabet on the board, ask students to listen to words which begin with 

each sound in the alphabet. Can you find all 26 sounds in the Aussie Kid Adventures 

book? 

 

https://ourlanguages.org.au/say-gday-in-an-indigenous-language/
https://ourlanguages.org.au/say-gday-in-an-indigenous-language/


 

Reading and Viewing 

 Before reading the book, look at the pictures, talk about what the story might be 

about. Use vocabulary from the text in the discussion 

 Read together, read a word each, read a page, read to pets, read to stuffed toys, 

read to grandparents on the phone or Facetime / Skype relatives   

 Read aloud a favourite page and talk about why it is a favourite page 

 Make a personal connection with the book. What have you done or where have you 

been that is the same as Harry and Georgie?  

 Search for known high frequency words in the text – count how many times a 

certain word appears such as; the, and, I  

 Read non-fiction books about Australia and discuss the differences between the 

non-fiction text and Aussie Kids Adventure 

 Read and sort words by their beginning sound focus on a topic such as animals, 

places or activities 

 Ask literal comprehension questions about the book focusing on one page at a 

time such as page 28 ‘What did they roast on the fire? What do they do while they ‘twirl, 

the sugary delights’?  

 Introduce the following concepts using examples from the book: 

 collective nouns – school of salmon 

 rhyme -  bay/chalet                                 

  onset and rime - face / place 

 Proper nouns – Bakery 

 Talk about the purpose of this text. Why do you think the author chose to write 

about Aussie kid adventures?  

Read one section of the text aloud, practice using the punctuation to help with 

expression and fluency 

 



Writing 

 What is the difference between how we talk about our holiday and how the author 

has written about Harry and Georgie’s holiday? Do we talk in rhyme?  

 Attempt to write in rhyme about your weekend. Brainstorm a list of words about 

your weekend first, then think of words which rhyme. This will help you create your own 

rhyming poem  

Make a list of all the places you have been in Australia. Remember they are proper 

nouns so they need capital letters 

Choose one of the animals featured in Aussie Kid Adventures and write 3 facts 

about these animals 

Write a retell about your family holiday adventure 

Make an alphabet chart of; items you can find at a Bakery, items you would pack on 

an Aussie adventure or things you would see on your Aussie adventure 

Create a cloze exercise deleting rhyming words for children to find in the text and fill 

in on the worksheet 

Write an email to the author about your Aussie holiday adventure 

Write a review of the book to share online or at your local library 

Choose one section of the text to re-write with your best handwriting and decorate 

with your own images 

Make your own glossary of words you learnt when you read Aussie Kid Adventures 

Write a character profile of either Harry or Georgie 

 Share your writing with others and ask them how to make improvements to your 

writing 

 



The Arts 

Drama  

Act out scenes from the book 

Mime scenes from the book for others to guess 

Show how you would react to different scenes in the book such as catching a 

‘whopper’ 

 

Music 

Discuss/play the music your family listens to in the car on a long distance trip 

Use items you can find at home or in the yard as musical instruments such as 

thongs like Harry and Georgie 

 

Visual Arts 

Create an image from your own Aussie adventure 

Look at the illustrations in the book Aussie Kid Adventure. How do you think the 

artist created those images? Research the answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Geography 

 Identify and describe the features of the different places where Harry and Georgie 

drove 

 Label a map with places you or students in your class have visited in Australia 

Find names on a map of Australia of places mentioned in this book  

 

 

Personal and Social Capabilities  

Make a T-chart with your needs and wants when travelling  

What likes or dislikes did Harry or Georgie have that are similar to your own likes 

or dislikes? 

What is a problem which Harry or Georgie had? How did they overcome their 

problem? Some examples from Aussie Adventures are, listening to their dad’s music 

and finding friends  

What skills would Harry and Georgie need in order to make new friends while they 

are travelling? 

What are some of the skills needed to travel long distances in a car with your 

family? 

 

 

 

 



 

Mathematics 

Number and Algebra 

Use schools of salmon in arrays to write repeated addition or multiplication 

(groups of) equations 

Count the number of Australian animals you read about or can see in the 

illustrations 

Make up number stories about the images such as, ‘There were 5 rows of 

doughnuts with 10 doughnuts in each row. How many doughnuts altogether?’ We saw 

10 kangaroos in the paddock. 8 jumped away when we approached. How many were 

left?  

 Plan a budget for accommodation or write a shopping list with a budget for a meal 

while travelling 

Measurement and Geometry  

 Create a daily planner using analogue/digital time or morning, afternoon, evening 

to record the activities you notice Harry and Georgie doing on the Aussie Adventure 

Keep a diary of what you do every day of the week and compare this to the 

adventures of Harry and Georgie (You may like to record this in a Venn Diagram) 

Re-read page 9 stating ‘Dad’s map’ and discuss the importance of maps and 

accurate directions. Give directions to a friend on how to get to the local camping 

ground or caravan park using a local map of your area 

Statistics and Probability  

Make a graph of what places you or students in your class have visited 

Collect data from your class or your family on activities that Harry and Georgie 

did while on their Aussie Adventure. For example, ‘Have you ever gone fishing? Have 

you ever toasted marshmallows?’ Collate and present data as either a picto-graph or a 

bar graph.  

 



 

 

Enjoy, enjoy, enjoy reading the book, talking about the adventures of Harry 

and Georgie and connecting with Harry and Georgie and their experiences. 

Keep updated on the latest news from the talented author/illustrator Lisa 

Martello-Hart via the following: 

Facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/Lisamartellohartauthor/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Lisa-MartelloHart-Australiana-Artist-1829856513967807/  

Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/lisamartellohart/ 

 

 

Jenny Graham – Twitter abcJennyG   or Facebook abcJenny  

https://www.facebook.com/Lisamartellohartauthor/
https://www.facebook.com/Lisa-MartelloHart-Australiana-Artist-1829856513967807/
https://www.instagram.com/lisamartellohart/
https://twitter.com/abcJennyG
https://www.facebook.com/Abc-Jenny-1428707900707336/

